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At 800-feet long, the Hindenburg was the largest airship ever built--just slightly smaller than the

Titanic! Also of a disastrous end, the zeppelin burst into flame as spectators watched it attempt to

land in Lakehurst, New Jersey on May 6, 1937. In under a minute, the Hindenburg was gone,

people jumping from windows to escape. However, only 62 of the 97 crew members and

passengers onboard survived. The exact cause of the disaster is still unknown and remains a

fascinating historical mystery perfect for this series.

Lexile Measure: 0770 (What's this?)

Series: What Was?

Paperback: 112 pages

Publisher: Penguin Workshop; Reprint edition (December 26, 2014)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0448481197

ISBN-13: 978-0448481197

Product Dimensions:  5.3 x 0.2 x 7.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 4.8 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     4.8 out of 5 stars       22 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #104,852 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #47 inÃ‚Â Books > Children's

Books > Education & Reference > Science Studies > Astronomy & Space > Aeronautics & Space  

#52 inÃ‚Â Books > Children's Books > Education & Reference > History > Europe   #103

inÃ‚Â Books > Children's Books > Education & Reference > History > United States > 1900s

Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 - 7

Janet B. Pascal is an Executive Production Editor at Viking Children's Books and the author of What

Is the Panama Canal?, Who Was Dr. Seuss?, Who Was Maurice Sendak?, and Who Was Abraham

Lincoln?

What Was the Hindenburg?On Thursday, May 6, 1937, a crowd gathered in Lakehurst, New Jersey.

They were there to watch the airship Hindenburg land. Although the ship had arrived in Lakehurst

several times before, it was still a thrilling sight. The Hindenburg was the first flying ship ever to



carry passengers over the Atlantic Ocean to America. A little while before 7:00 p.m., the Hindenburg

appeared. It was a kind of ship called a zeppelin. This is a large balloon on a hard frame, filled with

a gas that is lighter than air. It floats through the sky like a helium balloon. To hold enough gas to

stay up, zeppelins had to be huge. The Hindenburg was almost a sixth of a mile long. It was shaped

like a tube with rounded ends. Its surface was a shining silver. Despite its size, it floated lightly and

quietly through the air, as much at home as a fish in water. As it began to sink gently toward the

airfield, it was a beautiful sight.

This set of non-fiction books is perfect for reading with unmotivated readers. The topics are

interesting, the vocabulary is defined in context and the material is rather riveting because it actually

happened. I like to use them with children when I tutor.

This book was very well written and intriguing for my son. He had to come up with ten interesting

facts for a class assignment, and the things he related were new and interesting to me-- and I'm an

avid reader of this type of history.

The students in our school LOVE this series! (They also love the "Who Was..." series. It's so good

to see kids excited about good books that teach them something worthwhile as opposed to junk. I

just wish the entire series was available in hardcover.

I liked it because it told me some good facts about the "HENDENBURG".It was a nice and kinda

easy to read but the good thing about it was it told a big part of world history.

Wonderful book to read to our 6 year old to teach history in a fun way!

really a good read covering the Hindenburg. Lots of history, stories, and some pictures.
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